25X 1w

Approved For Reléué 2004/07/07 : CIA-RDP7QBO1709A0m0030029-1

TOP SECRET

Copy //6 of 2=

COMOR-D-47/6
&8 September 1961

MEMORANDUM FOR: Committee on Overhead Reconnaissance

SUBJECT: Requirements for U-2 Reconnaissance
Uver USSR

1. On instruction of the Chairman of the United States Intel-
ligence Board, the Chairman of COMOR requested 2 special mezting
of the COMOR to consider sharpening and refining the requirements
paper just submitiad as COMOR-D-47/5.

¥

2. As a means of focusing upon these requests, there is sub-
maitted in the attached docurnent - prepared by| [C1A.
It will be considerad at the special meeting at 9:30 a. m., 29 Senstem-
ber 1961, in the office of the Chairman.

sdames O, Reber
Chairman
Committee on Overhead Reconnaiseance
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Requirements for U-2 Reconnaissance Over USSR

i. As indicated in 11-8/1-61, the recent accumulation of KEYHOLB,

electronic information has already provided a {irmexr

hasis for our estinmte of current Soviet ICBM and MRBM stren;:th than
we have ever had before. Although we cannot be sure. we believe that
additional evidence is likely to refine rather than materiallv chznge our
gstimate, We are also aware, however, that the policymaker's ability
to place full confidence in the estimate is still weakened by the cxistence
of a minority view to the effect that the ICBM threat is twice as large a3
that estimated by the majority,

Z. In our view, therefcre, the primary need is to pursue the photo-
graphic search of those remaining areas of the USSR in which ICBMa and
MRBMSs could be deployed, s0 as to determine whether or not acdditional
ilaunching complexcs exist. This. in our view, is best accomplished by
continued satellite missions. It could also be accomplished by -2 search
iissions. but the more limited area which can be covered by a zingle U-2

mission would require a larver number of such missions.
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2, Another important need is to acquire firmer informe tior on the
operational status, salvo capability, extent of hardening, {ype of guidance,
nature of support and missile handling facilities, and refire capability of
the ICBM and MREM installations which have been positively or teatatively
idendified. Although this would not be likely to change the estimate
significantly from the point of view of highest national policy, it would
be of great value in terms of military planning and intelligence analysis,
¥rom the intelligence point of view, it would greatly assist in validating
other types of evidence and providing firmer guides asg to the likely nature
of the threat in the future,

4, The matters referrad to in paragraph (3) almost certairly cannot
be resolved with satellite photography of present quality. U-2 photog-
rvaphy, however, has in the past provided sufficient detail so that we
believe that even a single mission covering certain critical missile bases
would contribute sipnificantly to the solution of these outstanding problems.
This assumes that the photography acquired is of good quality, and the
weather over the targets is clear.

5., Given the continuation of satellite photographic missions at about

the current level of operations, we therefore believe that the regquiremsenta
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31 estimates cont ributing to highest national policy can be met without I

~e-instituting U-Z operations at this time. Bscause of the possisility of b
adverse political consequences as a result of discovery that U-2 operations i
had been re-instituied. and recognizing that there is a chance that the 3
aircraft might be lost on Soviet territory, we cannot strongzly recocmmend j
a U-2 mission solely on the basis of military planning and intelligence i
ueeds at this time, If a mission or missions are laid on; howevear, the k
iargets described Liclow are our highest priority targets. 3
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